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BOROUGH OF ELMWOOD PARK  

LEGAL NOTICE TO BIDDERS  

 

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the Bid Opening Committee of the 

Borough of Elmwood Park, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey for the services of: 

 

CURBSIDE RECYCLABLES  COLLECTION FOR  

THE BOROUGH OF ELMWOOD PARK  

 

Bids will be opened and read aloud on Tuesday, August 25, 2026 at 11:00 a.m. prevailing time, 

or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers of the Municipal 

Building, 182 Market Street, Elmwood Park. 

 

Specifications and proposals on file at the office of the Borough Clerk, Municipal Building, will 

be furnished to prospective bidders during normal business hours.  Bids must be made in proposal 

forms furnished, and must be enclosed in sealed envelopes bearing the name and address of the 

bidder outside, and addressed to the Borough Clerk, Borough of Elmwood Park, New Jersey and 

must be accompanied by a proposal guarantee in the form of a certified cashierôs check, or bid 

bond in the amount of 10% of the total bid, not to exceed $20,000, together with a non-collusion 

affidavit and required documents as set forth in the Specifications, and delivered at the place 

above mentioned, on or before the hour named.  Bidders are required to comply with the 

requirements of the Public Laws, 1975, Chapter 127 as amended.  All Corporations and/or 

Partnerships shall comply with N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq and N.J.A.C. 17:27 Public Laws of 2011 

by submitting a statement setting forth the names and addresses of all stockholders in the 

Corporation or partnership who own 10% or more of its stocks. 

 

The Mayor and Council reserve the right to reject any or all bids or waive any informalities in 

any bid if found to be in the best interest to do so.  No third-party requests for Specifications will 

be honored. 

 

Shanee Morris, RMC, CMR 

Borough Clerk 
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2.01 DEFINITION OF TERMS  

 

 2.1 ALUMINUM : means all products made from aluminum and being used as 

containers for various matter, and any and all materials known by this term. 
 

 2.2 ALUMINUM CANS : means containers made of aluminum used for beverages 

and/or food products and substances. 
 

 2.3 ATTORNEY : shall be the Borough Attorney of the Borough of Elmwood Park, 

N.J., or their designee. 
 

 2.4 BIDDER : individual, firm, partnership or corporation who submits a Proposal for 

the work contemplated, acting directly or through a duly authorized representative, and in 

conformity with the requirements hereof. 
 

 2.5 BIODEGRADABLE : shall mean capable of being broken down into innocuous 

products by the metabolic process of living beings particularly micro-organisms. 
 

 2.6 BOROUGH: shall mean the municipality known and incorporated as the Borough 

of Elmwood Park, N.J. which includes the Mayor and Council, its agents, employees and the 

Boroughôs duly authorized representatives.  It shall also mean the geographical boundaries or the 

zone boundaries of the Borough of Elmwood Park when used in that manner. 
 

 2.6A BRUSH: a growth of small trees and shrubs; lopped-off bushes or branches of trees; 

brushwood. 
 

 2.7 CARDBOARD : material consisting of liners of either test liner, jute or kraft with 

the physical appearance of ribbed in folds or wrinkles.  Material can be either single or double 

faced; single, double or triple walled.  Corrugated is one type of cardboard.  Excluded in this 

definition is ñwax coatedò cardboard which must be collected as part of the ñbase bidò. 
 

 2.8 COLLECTOR : a person or firm engaged in the business of solid waste collection 

and hauling; properly licensed by the State of New Jersey. 
 

 2.9 COLLECTION SERVICE : mean the service a Contractor, for the price bid, 

furnishes at this own expense and without liability to the Borough all labor, equipment, vehicles, 

tools, implements, material, transportation necessary  and proper to provide adequate, 

uninterrupted collection of recyclables from all qualifying users and the removal to an authorized 

disposal site outside the Borough limits in accordance with laws of all agencies as defined during 

the term of the contract and in accordance with the  specifications. 
 

 2.9A COMMINGLE : means to mix together 
 

 2.10 CONTAINER : shall mean any metal or plastic barrel or other sturdy receptacle. 
 

 2.11 CONTAMINATED : shall include all those items normally of a recyclable nature 

that contain a substance or substances such as paint, turpentine, or animal droppings, etc. that 

render the material un-marketable as a recyclable. 
 

 2.12 CONTRACT : the agreement covering the performance of the project herein 

defined and payments therefore, including Advertisement for Proposal, Proposal, Resolution of 

Award of Contract, Executed Contract, Contract Bond, Specifications, and Agreements which 

may be entered into, all of which documents are to be treated as one instrument whether or not 

set forth at length in the form of Contract executed by the Contractor and the Borough. 
 

 2.13 CONTRACTOR : part of the second part to the Contract acting directly or through 

agents or employees and primarily liable for the proper performance of the project and for the 

payment of all legal debts or claims pertaining to the project and shall include all personnel, labor, 

trucks, equipment and other apparatus which may be necessary for the performance of the work 

required for the proper and sanitary collection and disposal of all recyclables from all house 

buildings, premises and properties as specified herein. 
 

 2.14 COORDINATOR : means the person appointed by the Mayor and Council who 

shall be authorized to coordinate the Boroughôs Recycling Program and assist with the 

enforcement of all applicable Ordinances and the rules and regulations and other legal 

requirements in effect during the term of this Contract. 
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 2.15 CORRUGATED CARDBOARD : boxes of the type with alternate furrows and 

ridges of heavy kraft paper for protection and/or any container of similar design. 
 

 2.16 COUNCIL : the members of the Governing Body of the Borough of Elmwood Park, 

N.J. 
 

 2.17 DISPOSAL SITE: that site(s) which according to law now is and/or which may 

hereafter be authorized for use by the Borough. 
 

 2.18 ENGINEER : The Borough Engineer or their duly authorized representative. 
 

 2.19 GLASS: includes all products made from silica or sand, soda ash and limestone 

(the product being used for packaging or bottling of various matter) and all other material known 

by this term, excluding however, blue, white and ñflatò glass commonly known as window or 

plate glass, light bulbs, ceramics, mirrors or decorative glass. 
 

 2.20 HAULING : the transportation of recyclables collected from the Borough of 

Elmwood Park. 
 

 2.21 HIGH -GRADE PAPER: shall mean white, and/or off-white stationary, 

photocopy, tab cards, white letterhead, ledger paper, excluding, however, carbon, carbon paper 

and carbonless paper. 
 

 2.22 INSPECTOR: authorized representative of the Borough assigned to inspection. 
 

 2.23 LAW: shall include ñin accordance with Lawò and ñin compliance with Lawò and 

other words, phrases and clauses of similar import shall mean and include, in effect during the 

Contract term and as judicially interpreted: The State Sanitary Code of New Jersey; the 

Constitution of the State of New Jersey; the Charter of the Borough of Elmwood Park; Borough 

of Elmwood Park Ordinances; Statutes and codes of the State of New Jersey; any codes, 

regulations, directives, orders and mandates, having the effect of Law, enacted by Federal, State 

or County  Department, Board Agency, Commission, or political subdivision of the foregoing, 

where applicable to the collection, hauling or disposal of Solid Waste, the Contract or 

Specifications. 
 

 2.24 MAYOR : the Mayor of the Borough of Elmwood Park, N.J., a member of the 

Governing Body. 
 

 2.25 NEWSPAPERS: a paper product shall include the type distributed usually daily or 

weekly, having printed thereon news, opinions, advertisements, and other matter of public 

interest.  Included in this definition shall be magazines, junk mail, light cardboard and other 

periodicals (within the exception of window envelopes). 
 

 2.26 NON-USERS: any type of commercial, industrial, professional or similar activity 

(whether or not operated for a profit) occupying premises within the Borough and creating solid 

waste in any form, that use other than the Contractor of the Borough. 
 

 2.27 OCCUPANT:   the owner, agent, tenant, lessee, caretaker or any other person in 

charge of any premises affected by this contract. 
 

 2.28 PAPER:  is used to denote all products derived from the pulp of trees. 
 

 2.29 PERSONS:  include all individuals, partnerships, corporations, owners, tenants, 

lessees, firms, societies, schools, churches, and associations, either profit or non-profit, within the 

Borough of Elmwood Park. 
 

 2.30 PLASTIC :  term used in these specifications to include HDPE/PET containers, and 

includes, but not limited to, any container having a capacity of 12 ounces or more and a minimum 

wall thickness of not less than 0.010 inches used to contain beverages, foods or non-food products 

and composed of thermoplastic synthetic polymeric material; and also, ketchup containers, deli 

containers, spice containers, mustard containers, microwave plastics, margarine tubs, cottage 

cheese tubs, oil bottles, peanut butter tubs, shampoo containers, toothbrushes, felt tip markers, 

toothpaste tubes, toiletries, soap pumps, broken plastic toys and plastic hangers. 

 

 NOTE: The above definition is tentative as to description; however, plastics are one of 

recyclables to be collected. 

  



6 
 

 

 2.31 PROJECT: the entire work to be performed under the contract. 
 

 2.32 PROPOSAL:  the approved prepared form furnished by the Borough when 

properly filled in and executed and submitted as a bid for the performance of the project. 
 

 2.33 RECYCABLE :  shall include all materials, designated by Ordinance or future 

Laws and Regulations, to be separated from solid waste placed at curbside for separate pick-up.  

Recyclables can include used newspapers, magazines, junk mail, aluminum, glass, cardboard, tin 

cans, and plastics, and other such items as may be determined by the Borough Council or their 

designee during the term of the Contract, which will be re-negotiated if need be. 
 

 2.34 RECYCLING :  mean any process by which materials which would otherwise 

become solid waste are collected, separated or processed and returned to the economic 

mainstream. 
 

 2.35 RESIDENT:  any person, occupant or firm occupying or retaining their place of 

residence or business within the Borough of Elmwood Park. 
 

 2.36 SPECIFICATIONS :  shall include all documents related to the Proposal Form.  

The division of the Specifications into separate parts is merely for convenience and ready 

reference.  It is intended that all parts of the Specifications shall constitute a single document. 
 

 2.37 SURETY:  the legal entity, which is bound with and for the Contactor, and which 

engages to be responsible for their payment of all debts and obligations pertaining to and for their 

acceptable performance of the project. 
 

 2.38 TIN CAN S:  steel containers plated with a low-melting, metallic element called 

ñtinò, most commonly sealed air tight for containment of foods or beverages.  Bi-metal cans are 

included in the standard commingled mix (such as cat food cans with pull tops) and others. 
 

 2.39 USERS: that portion of the Boroughôs population that resides in areas served and/or 

included in this Contract and any person occupying any dwelling unit.  All municipal facilities. 
 

 2.40 WHITE GOODS :  term that includes refrigerators, freezers, washers, dryers, 

furnaces, stoves, ranges, hot water heaters, air conditioners, trash compactors, dishwashers, metal 

desks, metal chairs, files, lockers, miscellaneous auto parts, sheet metal, bicycles, metal lawn 

furniture and lawnmowers. 

 

3.0 INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 

 

 3.1 ALTERATION, CONDITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS :  alterations of the 

Proposal, changes, erasures, insertion of conditions, limitations, provisions, or the imposing of 

restrictions can be cause for the automatic disqualification of the bid, at the election of the 

Borough. 
 

 3.2 ANTI -DISCRIMINATION :  all parties to any contract with the Borough agree 

not to discriminates in employment and agree to abide by all anti-discrimination laws including 

those contained within N.J.S.A. 10:2-1 et seq., N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq, and all rules and 

regulations thereunder. 
 

 3.3 ASSIGNMENT OF CONTRACT :  there shall be no assignment or transfer of 

interest of the bid, contract, nor any part thereof, nor subletting of the work to be performed 

thereunder, nor any assignment of any money to become due thereon, without the consent of the 

Council, expressed by resolution.  Such consent, if granted, shall not relieve the contractor of any 

of their responsibilities under the contract.  In the event that a bidder proposes to subcontract for 

the services to be performed under the terms of the contract award, he shall state so in their bid 

and attach for approval a list of said subcontractors and an itemization of the services to be 

supplied by them.  Nothing contained in the specifications shall be construed as creating any 

contractual relationship between any subcontractor and the Borough. 
 

 3.4 AWARD OF CONTRACT :  the Council reserves the right, after receiving the 

bids, to choose the term of years which it believes is in the best interest of the Borough; and the 

award, if made, will be to the lowest responsible bidder of the particular term of years chosen.  

The Borough shall award the Contract or reject the bid(s) within 60 days of the date of opening 

the bids.  Bidder and its surety agree that the time of acceptance of the bid shall be automatically 

extended for an additional 30-day period for the making of the award, unless Bidder and its surety 

notify the Borough in writing by certified mail, not more than 10 days or less than 5 days from 

the date 30 days after the receipt of bids, that Bidder and its surety do not agree to said 30-day 
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automatic extension.  In the event of said automatic extension, the Borough shall make the award 

or reject such bids on or before 90 days from the date of receiving bids. 
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 3.5 COMPLIANCE ï LAWS :  it is understood that any contract awarded as a result 

of this proposal shall be governed and construed and the rights and obligations of the parties 

hereto shall be determined in accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey.  The Contractor 

must comply with all local, state, and federal laws and rules and regulations applicable to this 

contract and to the work to be done hereunder. 

 

 3.6 CORPORATE AUTHORITY :  it is required that all corporations be authorized 

to do business in the State of New Jersey.  Corporations incorporated out of the State must file a 

Certificate of Authority which the Secretary of State, Department of State, State House, Trenton, 

N.J.  Refer to N.J.S.A. 14A:13-2 et seq. 

 

 3.7 DELIVERY OR SURCHARGES:  fuel oil delivery or ñsurchargesò are not 

acceptable.  No other charges will be paid by the Borough unless expressly agreed to in these 

specifications. 

 

 3.8 EXTRA CHARGES :  all services quoted are exclusive of federal excise taxes and 

the New Jersey State Sales Tax and are on the basis of completion. 

 

 3.9 FAILURE TO EXECUTE CONTRACT :  failure upon the part of the bidder to 

whom a contract is awarded to execute the contract in the manner required by these specifications 

and to furnish the required bond properly executed within twenty-one days after the award of the 

contract, shall be, at the election of the Council, deemed just cause for the annulment of the award.  

All bid deposits submitted to the Borough under the applicable provisions herein shall be retained 

by the Borough upon failure of the Bidder to furnish the required bond hereunder on account of 

any and all damages sustained by the Borough as a result of said non-performance. 

 

 3.10 FAMILARITY WITH PROPOSED WORK :  the required contract, the general 

conditions of the contract and the specifications are intended to fully cooperate with and 

complement each other; and the contractor (successful bidder) shall certify prior to executing the 

contract that it has fully read the contract and understands all the terms thereof and agrees that 

the execution of same shall be prima facie that it has read the contract.  The successful bidder 

shall also certify that prior to executing the contract that he has read each and every section of the 

specification, and has considered the same and all other matters which can in any way affect the 

work under this agreement, and he agrees that he will not make any claim for or having any right 

to damages, or any other concession because of any misunderstanding of the contract, the general 

conditions of the contract, the specifications, or because of any lack of information. 

 

 3.11 ACCIDENTS, INJURIES, DAMAGES :  if it becomes necessary for the 

Contractor, either as principal or by agent or employee, to enter upon  the premises or property 

of the Borough for any reason, the Contractor hereby covenants and agrees to take, use, provide 

and make all proper, necessary and sufficient precautions, safeguards, and protections against the 

occurrence or happening of any accident, injuries damages or hurt to any person or property 

during such entry on the premise or property of the Borough, and to be responsible for, and to 

indemnify and save harmless the Borough, its officers and employees, from the payment of all 

sums of money by reason of all, or any, such accidents, injuries, damages or hurt that may happen 

or occur upon or about such entry and all fines, penalties and loss incurred for or by reason of the 

violation of any Borough Ordinance, regulation, or the laws of the State, or the United States, 

while the said entry is in progress.  Contractor will carry insurance to cover the Borough, its 

officers and employees against any claim for loss, damage or injury to property or person arising 

out of the performance of the Contractor or their employees and agents of the services covered 

by the contract and the use, misuse or failure of any equipment used by the Contractor or their 

employees or agents and shall provide certification of such insurance to the Borough upon 

request. 

 

The Contractorôs indemnification obligation is not limited by, but is in addition to, the insurance 

obligations contained in this agreement. 

 

 3.12 MAILED PROPOSAL FORM BIDS :  the Borough will not assume any 

responsibility for bids mailed in.  Mailed bids shall be by ñCertified Mailò and addressed to the 

attention of the ñBorough Clerkò with the item being bid upon clearly marked in the lower left 

hand corner of the envelope.  The Borough will not be responsible for bids not received on time 

or misdirected. 

 

 3.13 OFFICIALS INTEREST IN PROPOSAL :  the successful bidder declares that 




