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 ELMWOOD PARK BOARD OF RECREATION

MINUTES OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

January 22, 2018
Prior to the start of the meeting the following statement of compliance was read:

Now therefore be advised that the notice requirements of this meeting have been satisfied by providing an annual notice of posting a schedule of such meetings in a conspicuous place in the Municipal Building and by filing a copy of such schedule in the office of the Municipal Clerk which said notices were filed or provided on November 29, 2017.
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m.
Board Members Present  Lori Sproviero, Wallace Nowosielecki, George Shamah, Glen Pettigano, Peter Scolaro, Santo Scarpulla.
Board Members Absent: Robert Burke
Recreation Department :  Donna Puglisi
Council Liaison:  Sandy Balistrieri
A motion was made by Lori Sproviero to nominate Glen Pettigano as Chairperson.   Motion seconded by Peter Scolaro.
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A motion was made by Wally Nowosielecki  to nominate George Shamah as Vice Chairperson.   Motion seconded by  Peter Scolaro.
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A motion was made by Wally Nowosielecki  to approve the Meeting Minutes from the November 27, 2017 meeting.  Motion seconded by  George Shamah.
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A motion was made by George Shamah  to open the public portion of the meeting.  Motion seconded by Lori Sproviero. 
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Brenda Huffman of Girls Softball wanted to discuss lights at the English Ave. Field.  It was discussed at a prior meeting, but it was deemed too expensive. She is asking that we consider portable lights, to be used from mid March through May. The fields are being used by the younger kids and their games last long. They are only getting in three innings before it gets too dark. She said that it is especially dark at home plate. George said that football rented portable lights and he thinks that they were about $1,500 per light per month, plus the cost of the diesel to run them. 
Brenda also said that the fields need new clay and a new jump box. Donna said that Scott wanted to wait until spring to put down the new clay. Brenda also mentioned that the bathroom by the hut needs some attention. Tiles are falling off.  The bathrooms need to be fixed before the season starts. 
Wally asked why the lights had to be installed in March. Brenda said that the season starts in April, so the girls need a few weeks of practice before the season starts. Glen asked if they will need one or two lights. Brenda said that they would need at least one light by home plate. Santo said that it might have to be put toward third base because of the way the field is set up.
Since there were no more  members from the public who wanted to speak , a motion was made by George Shamah to close the public portion of the meeting.  Motion seconded by Wally Nowosielecki .
	
	RB
	GP
	GS
	WN
	LS
	PS
	SS

	YES
	A
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	NO
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ABSTAIN
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


A motion was made by George Shamah to open the work portion of the meeting.  Motion seconded by Lori Sproviero
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Director’s Report:  
Basketball: The season is underway. The first and second grade clinic has started as well. 
Street Hockey: The season has begun. They play on Sunday mornings.
Band Shell: The first concrete was poured, inspected and passed inspection.  Concrete walkways and the ramp need to be poured.
 NJ Devils Trip: The street hockey league is going to a NJ Devils game this Thursday.
She also said that the Recreation Calendars were sent out in early January.  Did everybody  get one?  Peter and Glen said yes, Santo said that  he wasn’t sure and Lori, Sandy and Glen said no.

Recreation Liaison Report- Councilman Balistrieri:
She said that she was happy to be here.  She wants to talk about the stipend, but sees that it is on the agenda under New Business.
Old Business:
Cameras in Elmwood Drive Park:  The dummy cam is working well. They do look real.
Cameras in Birchwood, Gall and Cherry Hill:  This project has been difficult. Verizon has been the issue. The original paperwork was filled out with the name of the Borough. Verizon wanted the Police Department to fill out the paperwork. The Police Department did fill it out. Thank you to Dave Meyers and Chief Foligno for their help. Santo said that he works for Verizon.  Maybe he can help speed up the process.
Rosemont Park Trees: The tree guy came and trimmed the trees. It makes a big difference. It is now light and airy.

Capital Improvement Plan: Norden and the  Alaimo Group provided us with a proposal to determine the cost and work needed to complete the five year capital plan. The proposal came in at $4,580. Once the proposal is accepted Norden will meet with us again and discuss pricing and prioritization. Wally said that he didn’t see the notes on the Master Plan Committee Meeting. Donna went to get a copy of the minutes for everyone. Peter asked if we decided to make a change in the projects if that would affect the cost. Donna said that if it was a small change, probably not. Lori thought that we were looking to put sunshades over all the picnic tables. She also asked if Norden will let us know if all of the projects are possible. Donna said yes. George asked about the expansion of the Recreation Center. Donna said that originally we were thinking of expanding out the back of the building, but we cannot now that the bandshell  is built. Maybe we can add a second floor to the building. That would be expensive so that would not be in the five year plan. She said that the expansion of the Rec Center and renovation of the hut will have to be considered at another time. 

Glen Pettigano moved that the Alaimo proposal be accepted.
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New Business:
EP Girls Softball Stipend:  Donna said that town has been giving stipends to outside athletic organizations such as the Little League, Girls Softball and the Bombers. Originally it was $25 per child but has been reduced to $12.50 per child and was supposed to have been reduced further to $6.25 per child.   Yearly, these organizations must provide paperwork to receive the stipends. The money is taken out of the trust.
In March of last year the Bombers retroactively asked for a stipend for years that they missed. They asked for $4,500.  The Rec Board said no. The paperwork hadn’t been filed.

Sandy said that this year Girls Softball filed their paperwork for two years, since they had neglected to file last year. The Council and CFO agreed to pay for the current year but asked the Rec Board to decide about the prior year. One Council member suggested that it should be discussed by the Rec Board because Girls Softball generally files their paperwork. This is the first time that they missed. Sandy asked if we remind them to file the paperwork. Donna said no. She said that the other organizations send in their paperwork as soon as they file their taxes.  Santo asked how many years the Bombers missed out on getting their stipend. George said three to four years. The Girls Softball will get the 2017 stipend, but we will have to vote on the 2016 stipend.

Glen Pettigano put the following question out to vote: Should the 2016 stipend be withheld from  Girls Softball?
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Donna said that before we go to the Commissioner reports , we should decide who will be the Rec Board liaison for each of the sports. Each sport and liaison are:
 Football- George Shamah

 Softball- Santo Scarpullo

 Basketball- Robert Burke

 Little League- Wallace Nowisilecki

 Special Events- Lori Sproviero

 Soccer- Glen Pettigano

 Hockey-Peter Scolaro

Commissioner Reports:

George Shamah: The football dinner is this month, January 31st. The season went well. The PeeWees won the Superbowl and were honored by the Mayor and Council. Registration for the next season starts in May.
Santo Scarpullo: He is happy and honored to be here.
Wallace Nowosielecki:  No report. Progress
Glen Pettigano: He is happy to be the chairman. He is looking forward to years of progress.

Lori Sproviero:  Progress 
Peter Scolaro: Thank you to the Mayor and Council for appointing him to the committee.
 Recreation Liaison Report- Councilman Balistrieri: Sandy had some more items that she wanted to discuss.  She attended the Tree Lighting and it was very nice. The Devils Game trip was mentioned at the Council meeting. Rosemont Park looks nice. She will be attending the Bombers Dinner.  The Mayor has mentioned that attendance at the Rec Meetings has been a problem. She thinks that if someone will not be attending the meeting, they should let someone know. Be respectful of each other.  She thinks that if you miss three meetings in a row, you can be taken off the board. Congratulations to the Chairman, Vice Chairman and new members.
Donna said that she had forgotten to mention something. She is always looking for new educational opportunities. Right now she is studying for the test to become a Certified Playground Inspector. She and Romano will also get recertified to teach the Rutgers course when they go to the convention in March. Donna is now thinking of participating in the Certified Public Manager Program. It is a ten month course and she would have to be out of the office one day a week during that time period. Glen asked how that would affect the running of the office. Donna said that her staff could handle it. The program starts in February and again in September. She will probably wait until September.
The board voted on whether Donna should enroll in the Certified Public Manager Program.
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There being no further business, a motion was made by Wally Nowosielecki  to close the work portion of the Meeting . Motion seconded by  Peter Scolaro .
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A motion was made by Wally Nowosielecki  to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by Peter Scolaro.
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The meeting was adjourned at 8:44pm.
